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irnn k%, Here, and in V.18 and 19, the sentence of death is expressed
in_th i

: PN X% nov Do 0 and this may be to charac

terise three kinds of motives which can bring about the sentence of death.

nn &9, the crime, considered isolated and in _itself, and committed in isols-
tion, may not in itself be deserving of death, but yox, the Nation, in its
representative, the court, may not let the criminal live. He must die out of
consideration for the icious_effect of his
v, the criminal has forfeited his life by

of its influgnce on the community. 0™ by his crime, the crimin : f"";
feited the right to live in human society. o0 literally a net.

L

Llﬁ:l.‘ ] o

So onn literally, to put into a net, to bring completely out of all
contact with all other existence i.e., to cut off by death. If we consider the
three crimes which are here given as types for these three categories, we can

dssumed to be the reason for the differentiation. M3 according to our way of
understanding it (adopting it from Maimonides) 213, nothing but deception,
nothing but an assumed mastery of God's Laws of Nature, would be rather

a folly to be smiled at, or a madness to be pitied, than a crime to be puni
were it not that it exercises such a deep ralising influence on the com-

M3 has always been practiced only in the service of immorality -

=
and crime. For matters which were in accord with the Deity one could trust
to the intervention of Divine Providence. Only for matters where one knew

that one was in opposition to the Divine Will was one driven to try to find
a by-way, some indirect means by which to gain one’s end without the assis-

tance of, and against the Laws of a benign Providence. It was in

to this demand that the wizard, the nwan, worked. The Gemora (Sanhedrin
67b) aptly explains the word w2 as an abbreviation of **?203 Pwnace

n%yn "0 which can equally well mean: “They deny that all the forces of

Nature are under the control of a higher power, the Divine Will”, or “they !
allege that they can paralyze the forces of Nature which are controlled by |

God alone, and which fulfil His Will alone”. It is to show how ridiculous

in itself such a procedure is, that here, the only time in the scriptures, fqw3n ?
is written in the feminine nowom, whereas elsewhere in the 7"in it always
occurs in the masculine. The nwan — whose supposed art is quite usually -

practiced by any old woman, and this also shows the absurdity of its preten-
sions — as such does nor deserve death, so it does not say nov nm, but

nevertheless 7nn X%, because of the erroneous ideas which he spreads, and
the devastating effect he has on morality.

nmma £y 39w, is the very opposite. Society in_general is in no ways
affected by this crime. Mevertheless the crime in itself touches the wilest
depths of degradation, hence DRY’ MB.

pon9R® 1. We have the general rule which is applied throughout

the Torah: — K% 193 9937 %y %9, TB%? #9300 ™ K@ 37 Wh_m any
general rule is expressed by one special example of it, this example is to be
tzken merely as an example, and the rule is to apply generally. So amar here
is meant to be an example of all procedures that are prescribed to take place
with offerings that are brought to the One True God. It ::cfr:rs to all mmay
mi (all the sacrificial procedures of the Temple ‘._[.‘L,} ie, namn, “wpnA,
soamn, under which pM is also included (Sanhedrin 601‘:}.' If anyone does
any of these particular acts, which are prescribed f?r showing al!eglm to
the One God, (or mnnwa which in this respect is considercd equivalent)
to any other god or deity whatsoever, even if this particulac service is not
wually paid to this particular god, 19773 KW 175K, and even if he does not
wish to deny thereby the service due to God Himself, but only to al:tn':.mtl:
some divine power beside Him, mmw (yea, even, according to the Mechilta,
if he has no real intention of honouring the 1"y, as long as he does any
mip MMy to anything else) he is thereby actuali;t denying the very fundg_—
mental principle in which the whole of has its . Hence b7 is
condemned to be excluded from this Jewry by thcfmq;hllsft{un; of _his

existence. The actws! ~

crime on the community. mB -
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